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Steve Spence is Director of the
International Division, West
Virginia Development Office.
The International Division
promotes trade and investment
opportunities for West Virginia.

Mr. Spence has organized and
led West Virginia trade missions
to Asia, Africa, Australia, Europe,
North America and South
America. He joined the West
Virginia Development Office in
1979.

He has served as an industrial
development representative
and as Executive Director. In
1990, Mr. Spence was assigned
to Nagoya, Japan, where he
established West Virginia's

first overseas trade office. He
assisted with establishing

the state’s European office in
Munich, Germany in 1999.

Mr. Spence serves as a member
of the West Virginia Export
Council, the State International
Development Organizations
(SIDO), the Appalachian
Regional Commission’s Export
Trade Advisory Committee

and other international trade
organizations.

He graduated from West Virginia

University with a bachelor of arts
degree in political science.
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Exports Expand Opportunities for West Virginia Businesses

Stephen E. Spence, Director

International Division, West Virginia Development Office

West Virginia companies, large and small, are
successfully competing for business opportunities
in international markets.

Exports of coal, chemicals, polymers, metals

and other products to 144 countries contributed
$8.6 billion to the Mountain State’s economy

in 2013. Coal alone accounted for $4.5 billion.
With 40 percent of U.S. coal exports originating
in West Virginia, the state once again was the top
supplier of coal to the world’s energy and steel
production markets.

Export Promotion Program

In 1985, the West Virginia Development Office
launched a program to encourage small- and
medium-sized businesses to pursue export
markets. In this effort, the Development Office
organizes trade missions and trade shows around
the world and provides other support services.

The first steps of the program, which will
celebrate its 30th anniversary in 2015,
included a series of in-state seminars, the
creation of product literature and a single trade
mission in June 1985 to promote the export
of hardwood products. The small delegation
visited Japan, Taiwan and Korea and met with
potential customers in the building products
and furniture industries.

From that modest beginning, the service
evolved into the Development Office’s current
“Export Promotion Program.” The office works
closely with the U.S. Commercial Service,

the West Virginia Export Council and other
partners to support both the state’s novice and
experienced exporters. The support includes
assistance in identifying specific market
opportunities, connecting the companies
with service providers, such as international
bankers, attorneys and freight forwarders,
evaluating a company’s “export readiness”

and other services as needed.
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Trade Missions and Shows

In addition to these consulting services, the
Development Office sponsors four to six trade
missions annually. Since 1985, these missions have
introduced West Virginia products to potential
customers in countries located on six continents.

In July 2014, one such mission visited the Mexican
cities of Mexico City and Monterrey. Mexico
was targeted due to its market potential for West
Virginia products and its reasonable proximity to
the state. Although Mexico is the second-largest
market for U.S. exports, it is the ninth-largest for
West Virginia. A delegation of nine participants
visited the country and participated in pre-arranged,
business-to-business meetings with agents,
distributors and potential end-users of their
products. The participants included the following;

+ Eagle Manufacturing, Wellsburg, Brooke
County (Safety industrial products)

* Leveltek International, Benwood, Marshall
County (Stretch leveling machines)

+ Nippon Tungsten, Barboursville, Cabell
County (Repair and regrind services for rotary
die cutters for diaper and feminine products
production lines)

* Rolling Ridge Woods, Parkersburg,

Wood County (Hardwood products)

* Special Metals Corporation,
Huntington, Cabell County
(Nickel-based alloys)

* Steel of West Virginia, Huntington,
Cabell County (Steel products)

* Sur-Loc Flooring, Kearneysville,

Jefferson County (Plastic flooring
solutions for special events)

* Tecnocap, Glen Dale, Marshall County
(Metal closures for glass, plastic and
metal containers)

* West Virginia Higher Education Policy
Commission, Charleston, Kanawha
County (Enrollment in West Virginia
public universities)
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“The Development Office got us in the
door and got us in touch with the actual

Based on the practice of small retailers
framing their “First Dollar” earned and
displaying it on their wall, the Market Entry
award includes an actual bill in the currency of
the new market. Earlier this year, more than
100 of these awards, recognizing “Our First
Yen,” “Our First Euro” or other currencies,

decision-makers at these companies,” said
Brad Caserta, sales representative with
Steel of West Virginia. “We started in
Mexico City and transitioned our way into
Monterrey. There were translators, drivers
and folks to take care of us in each city. I
couldn’t have asked for a more efficient trip.”

were presented by Governor Earl Ray
Tomblin during a luncheon ceremony.

In addition to Mexico, recent Development
Office trade missions have included stops
in Colombia, China, Chile, Australia,
South Korea and Singapore.

West Virginia exporters receiving the
awards typically display them in their
lobbies or conference rooms to show their
customers the international distribution

of their products. Also, the companies’
Governor’s Export Awards

To recognize the success of West Virginia
exporters, the “Governor’s Commendation
for International Market Entry” was
established in 2002. The award celebrates

a company’s success in making an export
sale to a new country.

employees can take pride in knowing the
goods they produce reach customers well
beyond the state’s borders. WV

For more information on exporting,
Development Office services and upcoming
trade missions, visit www.worldtradewv.com.
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ANDRITZ Separation Inc.
Virginia Crews Coal Co.
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Proviron Industries
Ravago

BRAZIL
Braskem SA
Gerdau Ameristeel
Madem Reels USA
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Alamo Energy Corp.
BG Group
Caledonian Alloys
Elementis
Elementis Specialties
Ferguson/Wolseley
International Power PLC
ProLogic
Randox Laboratories
Rio Tinto
Smallbone
Thistle Processing

CANADA

Bombardier Services
Brookfield Power
Chrome Deposit

Cobalt Coal

Hercules, Inc.

HQ Aero Management
Irving Crane

Kent Cartridge of America
Leveltek

MAAX

Mott Manufacturing
North American Ventures
Quebecor Printing

SFK Pulp Recycling
Stella-Jones

Trimac

Western Inventory

CHINA

GT Global/The Daniels Co.

Phillips Machine Service, Inc.

Terramite Construction
Equipment

DENMARK
FL Smidth

FINLAND

Metso Power Service

FRANCE

Axens

Constellium

GDF Suez Energy
Saint-Gobain/CertainTeed

/Norandex
Sonepar/Hagemeyer NA
Veolia Environmental Services

Bayer Material Science Green Metals

Becker Mining Systems

Brenntag Mid-South

Century Lubricants

Fasloc

Fontaine Engineering

FLYTEG North America LLC

Kaeser Compressor

Kidckner-Pentaplast

Marco North America

Mato

Prebena N. American
Fastener Co.

Schauenburg Flexadux
Corporation

Siemens Medical

Siemens Water Technologies

Seebach

Seetech

Stockmeier Urethanes Inc.

Tiefenbach

ThyssenKrupp Elevator

ThyssenKrupp Safway

Vossloh Track Material, Inc.

INDIA
Essar Group
Novelis

IRELAND
Ardagh Group
CRH/Oldcastle Precast

ISRAEL

“ ICL/Clearon
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Allevard Sogefi USA, Inc.
American Agip Co, Ltd.

DPR, LLC

Entsorga

IMI Fabi

Italcementi/Arrow Industries
Italcementi/Essroc

M &G Polymers

Pietro Fiorentini USA
Tecnocap LLC
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Hino Motors
Kuraray

Kureha PGA

K.S. of West Virginia

Meiji Corp

Mitsubishi Rayon/

Lucite International
NGK Spark Plug Mfg.
Nippon Thermostat
Nippon Tungsten USA
Okaya
Okuno International
sanko Denki
Taiyo Nippon Sanso
Teikoku USA/Chempump
Toyota Motor Mfg.
Toyota Tsusho
Wheeling-Nisshin Inc.
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LUXEMBOURG
ArcelorMittal/
Concept Group.
Flint Group

MEXICO

Grupo Bimbo

NETHERLANDS
Impress USA

Royal Ahold

Shell WindEnergy

Shell/East Resources, Inc.
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Source: West Virginia Development Office, 2014
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Maxam North America
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SWEDEN
ABB Process Analytics
ABB Service

SWITZERLAND
Aggregate Industries
EuropTec USA

Holcim

Novartis/Alcon Research, Ltd.
SGS

Sulzer Pumps/Sturm

UKRAINE

Felman Production
Metinvest/Carter Roag Coal
Metinvest/United Coal
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