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Last November, I was joined by state and 
local officials for a truly historic day in 
the life of  West Virginia State University 
(WVSU) as we broke ground on a new $50 
million agriculture laboratory to be built on 
our campus in Institute. 

This investment by the state of  West Virginia 
into a new laboratory will be transformative, 
both for WVSU and for the state, as it will 
help empower and train the next generation 
of  the state’s agriculture workforce. 

As a proud 1890 land-grant university, 
WVSU plays a crucial role in educating the 
next generation of  the state’s agricultural 
leaders. These new lab facilities will expand 
on the tremendous agricultural research and 
programming already being conducted at 
the university, while directly addressing the 
critical need for modern laboratory facilities 
to support WVSU and the West Virginia 
Department of  Agriculture (WVDA). 

Locating the new agriculture lab at WVSU 
is a win for the people of  the state of  West 
Virginia. The university already enjoys a 
strong working relationship with the WVDA 
and currently collaborates on a number of  
initiatives including statewide food safety 
training for farmers and agricultural crop 
research at Lakin Farm. 

Over the past two decades, WVSU has 
provided outstanding agricultural research 
training opportunities to its undergraduate 
and graduate students, leading many to 
pursue careers at the WVDA and beyond. 

The new agricultural laboratory will also 
play another important role as the home of  
the university’s new School of  Agriculture, 
Food, and Natural Resources. Today, WVSU 
stands as the only land-grant university in the 
nation without a college of  agriculture, but 
that will soon change. 

At our historic groundbreaking ceremony in 
November, we also announced that Verl and 
Sandra Purdy and their family had made a 
generous $2.5 million contribution to support 
the development of  the new School of  
Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources. 

Accordingly, the new ag lab will provide a 
home for the new Purdy School of  Agriculture, 
Food, and Natural Resources, enabling us to 
more fully address shortages in the agricultural 
workforce both locally and nationally. 

Ericke S. Cage
West Virginia  
State University

Ericke Cage, J.D., LL.M., is 
the 13th president of West 
Virginia State University 
(WVSU), a historically black 
land-grant university located 
in Institute, West Virginia. 
Prior to joining WVSU in July 
2021 as vice president and 
chief of staff, President Cage 
served as executive advisor 
to the president and Board 
of Visitors at Norfolk State 
University. Cage has served 
as director of government 
affairs for Teach for America; 
state policy and research 
director for the Obama-
Biden 2012 reelection 
campaign; law clerk for the 
U.S. Department of Defense; 
and legislative fellow for the 
U.S. Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs. He began his 
professional career as a high 
school government teacher.

New Agriculture Laboratory 
at WVSU is an Investment in 
West Virginia

“This investment by the state of West 
Virginia … will be transformative … as it will 
help empower and train the next generation 
of the state’s agriculture workforce.”
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The new ag laboratory and the addition of  the Purdy School 
of  Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources will continue the 
incredible work WVSU has undertaken in recent years to meet 
the economic and workforce needs of  the state of  West Virginia.

Over the past few years, we have launched and subsequently 
expanded our nursing program. We have established a 
Cybersecurity Innovation Center with a minor in cybersecurity 
and are actively working to add a bachelor’s degree in 
cybersecurity to our academic offerings for next fall.

We have become a doctoral degree-granting institution with 
our new Doctorate of  Education in Leadership studies, and we 
have partnered with state government agencies and the private 
sector to develop specialized management training programs. 

And, in February, we announced our new Yellow Jacket 
Pledge, a comprehensive initiative for student success, aimed 
at ensuring access, affordability, and career readiness. With this 
plan, the university is freezing tuition, guaranteeing admission 
for qualified students, and enhancing our post-graduation 
career services to ensure our students are meeting the needs of  
the state’s business community. 

All of  these recent developments at West Virginia State 
University are designed to transform the university into a more 
nimble institution of  higher education that is able to quickly 
adapt to meet the needs of  today’s workforce while remaining 
true to our core mission and values.  

The addition of  this cutting-edge agricultural laboratory will 
further strengthen the renaissance of  idealism, innovation 
and impact we are undergoing at the university and provide 
additional opportunities for the people of  West Virginia for 
years to come. 

Go State!  




